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In the spring of 2017, Loras College was awarded a National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) 

Humanities Connections Grant to fund the development of series of interdisciplinary courses, all of which 

pertain to the theme of sustainability, aim to develop ecoliteracy on the part of students, and feature 

substantial connections to the humanities. The project faculty are presently in the process of developing 
these courses.  

These courses are to be developed for and delivered within the general education program.  

As a means of securing the long-term viability of the four-course sequence under development, we 

propose that Academic Council (1) formally establish a Sustainability Track within the general education 

curriculum, using the course prefix “SUS” to classify approved courses, and (2) provide for the 
credentialing of students who complete this track via a Certificate in Sustainability Studies.  

Description of the Proposed Sustainability General Education Track  

Students in the Sustainability General Education Track would take three approved Explorations category 

courses and Values in Action category course, which will serve as the track capstone. These courses will 
be designed to meet both the relevant general education outcomes and the track-specific outcomes.   

At present, the following courses are being developed to serve the track: 

1. The Chemistry of Sustainability (Dr. Tina Edwards), which fulfills a STEM general education 

requirement; 

2. The Politics of Global Sustainability (Dr. Ben Darr), which fulfills a Social Sciences general 

education requirement; 

3. Writing the Mississippi (Dr. Kevin Koch), which fulfills a Humanities general education 

requirement; and 

4. Sustainability Ethics in Practice (Dr. Jake Kohlhaas); which fulfills a Values in Action general 

education requirement. 

(Additional courses can be developed for incorporation into the track in the future either to replace an 

existing course or to introduce further options for students.) 

While the Explorations category courses are not tightly sequenced—students can take them in any 

order—they are designed to stand in a developmental relationship with the culminating Values in Action 

category course. Students are only eligible to take the VIA course after completing the other three 
courses.  

  



Track Objectives and Learning Outcomes 

The track will… Students will… 
 
develop students’ ecoliteracy and ecological 
competency (i.e., their understanding of ecological 
facts, systems, dynamics, etc.);  
 
 
 
develop students’ critical and creative capacities 
for responding to ecological problems; 
 
 
develop students’ capacities for ethical decision-
making; 
 
 
develop students’ capacity for reflective thinking.  
 

 
explain how ecological systems function; 
 
identify and explain a variety of specific 
unsustainable practices and propose actionable 
means of addressing them; 
 
identify and diagnose institutional, systemic, and 
ideological factors that frustrate the 
implementation of sustainable practices; 
 
effectively communicate the values, ethical 
principles, and commitments upon which 
sustainability is premised; and   
 
articulate their personal, spiritual, or ethical 
development as related to a sense of place.  
 

 

In each course, students will produce an artifact that is to be included in their portfolio. These artifacts 

and their associated standards of evaluation will be developed by the Sustainability Track faculty. (This 

work is on-going.) The portfolios will be further developed and completed in the VIA course, and they 

will constitute a substantial portion of a students’ grade in that course. The portfolios will also be used as 
the basis for assessing the effectiveness of the track courses.   

Administration and Assessment 

A director of the Sustainability Track, appointed by the college administration, will oversee track-specific 
assessment, course planning, supplementary programming (e.g., public lectures), and certificate auditing. 

Courses in the track will be assessed in the same manner as all other general education courses; however, 
they will be subjected to additional track-specific assessment.   

Budgetary Impact 

We do not anticipate the Sustainability Track having a significant budgetary impact beyond the costs 

associated with developing/printing recruitment materials. Through 2019, costs associated with the 

development of the track are covered by the NEH grant. The director of the track will attempt to apply for 
additional grants to fund guest lecture programs and/or conferences in the future.  

 

Rationale for the Certificate  

The award of a Certificate in Sustainability Studies would constitute a credentialing outcome that would 

promote both recruitment and retention in the Sustainability General Education Track and the college 
more broadly.  



Certificate Requirements 

To receive the Certificate in Sustainability Studies, a student must… 

1. complete the requirements for a bachelor’s degree, as articulated in the Undergraduate Bulletin; 

2. complete at least 10 credits in track-approved Explorations category courses; 

3. complete the 3-credit Values in Action track capstone course; 

4. receive a B or higher in each track course; and 

5. complete the track portfolio requirement. 

Classification of Courses 

To facilitate auditing for the certificate and to reserve seats in the required Explorations course, we ask 

that the Council establish the prefix “SUS” for use by courses in this Sustainability Track. Explorations 

courses would be cross-listed using this prefix, and the Values in Action course would be listed only as an 
SUS course.   

Additional AY 2018-19 General Education Pilot Cohort Proposal 

To facilitate the timely development and delivery of the courses associated with the NEH grant, the 

project directors propose to assist in delivering a pilot version of the new general education program 

beginning in Fall 2018. The project directors would help recruit faculty to teach a pilot version of Critical 

Inquiry (F18) and Interdisciplinary Connections (S19). Students who are recruited into the Sustainability 
Track will participate in the pilot general education program.  

On the attached Course Rotation document (Appendix A), these courses are listed; however, they need 
not necessarily be offered thereafter.  

  



Appendix: Proposed Course Rotation for the Sustainability Certificate  

Updated: 11/13/2017 

 Cohort #1  Cohort #2  Cohort #3  

Academic 

Year  
Fall  Spring  Fall  Spring  Fall  Spring  

2018-2019  
Critical Inquiry 

(New MOI) 

(Eby) 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

(Lammer-Heindel and 

TBD);     

Values in Action  

as legacy AV 

(Kohlhaas)  

2019-2020  
Humanities 

(Koch) 

STEM 

(Edwards) 

Humanities 

(Koch) 

STEM 

(Edwards) 
  

2020-2021  
Social Sciences 

(Darr)  

Values in Action 

(Kohlhaas) 

Social Sciences 

(Darr) 

Values in 

Action 

(Kohlhaas) 

Social Sciences 

(Darr) 
 

2021-2022      
Humanities 

(Koch) 

STEM 

(Edwards) 

2022-2023       

Values in 

Action 

(Kohlhaas) 

 

Notes: 

 The first cohort will use a non-standard rotation, resulting in the first offering of Ben’s 

course (Fall 2020) being slightly over-demanded (it will be fed by three cohorts of 

students). Rotations #2 and #3 will thereafter repeat. Only two cohorts will feed any 

course thereafter.  

 To accommodate a complete general education pilot cohort, two additional courses will 

be associated with our project: namely, (1) a Critical Inquiry (CI) course taught by John 

Eby in Fall 2018, and (2) an Interdisciplinary Connections (IDC) course taught by Chris 

Lammer-Heindel and another faculty member, TBD, in Spring 2019. These are two GE 

categories which the director(s) of the Sustainability Track will continue to try to staff, 



since they will serve as a basis for recruiting students into the track; however, they will 

not be required for successful completion of the Sustainability Track. 

 Jake will teach the VIA course as a legacy AV course.   


